TEMPLATE LETTER – Please add specific details and examples and send as an email to Sen. Durbin’s office and Sen. Duckworth’s office.

[Date]

Dear [Senator]:

On behalf of our [XXX] employees and the patients and communities we serve, [HOSPITAL/HEALTH SYSTEM NAME] appreciates your work to ensure all Illinoisans have access to the care they need. As Congress considers the bipartisan infrastructure package, we respectfully request that you oppose using Medicare and other healthcare dollars to pay for it.

Our hospital continues to face increased expenses as a result of the pandemic, including higher costs for staffing, supplies and equipment; adjusting workflows to respond to the changing needs of the pandemic and meeting evolving federal regulatory requirements; and providing care, among other expenses.

[INCLUDE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF INCREASED COSTS, LOST REVENUE, AND/OR OTHER EXAMPLES OF FINANCIAL STRAIN THAT WOULD RESULT FROM REDUCED FUNDING].

As our state labors to recover from dire economic and societal devastation brought about by COVID-19, it is vital that our hospitals—and the critical community care they deliver—are secure.  [image: ]

Again, thank you for your work on behalf of all Illinoisans, and we appreciate your opposition to using healthcare dollars to offset the cost of an infrastructure package.

Sincerely,

[NAME, TITLE, CONTACT INFORMATION]
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